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     Happy Spring! Trout season is open, turkey season is almost here, and the 
weather is making it more comfortable to shoot on the outdoor ranges. Please fol-
low the rules, they are in place for our safety. If you need a copy of GCL rules just 
stop in to the office at the clubhouse and we will be happy to give you one. Safety 
and your enjoyment are our concerns, but please remember no one  is exempt 
from following the rules. 
     Its election time here at GCL and we have some excellent candidates on the 
slate to become directors, they all bring some unique skills to assist in keeping 
GCL one of the premier clubs in the country. It is important that we continue to 
keep this club a safe and enjoyable facility for its members, but most of all, con-
tinue to improve our ranges and offer the best educational instruction possible. 
Elections will be next month. 
     Remember 8 a.m., April 18th is cleanup day, your assistance would be appreci-
ated, and I hope to see you there. Be safe, shoot straight, and enjoy your facility. 

 
~Wayne Cichetti~ 

The Genesee Conservation League, Inc.  
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Elections for Board of Directors 

     In the next newsletter, along with a ballot to vote in elections, you will find a general proxy form. The 

Board of Directors is asking that even if you are not interested in voting to please take a few minutes and 

mail in a completed proxy.  You may ask why is my proxy is needed? The answer is fairly simple. In order 

for the club to conduct general business a certain percentage of the membership needs to be accounted for 

at each board meeting.  

     Rather than requiring hundreds of members be brought together every time some type of decision 

needs to be made at the club it is very common for this to done by proxy. A proxy can allow you to be rep-

resented by another person at a board meeting or just acknowledge that you are being counted for the quo-

rum that is needed whenever the Board of Directors is conducting general, day to day business decisions. 

     The Nominations Committee would like to present to the members the following seven candidates inter-

ested in serving on the Board of Directors for a three year term. Please take a moment to read their biogra-

phies and consider who you would like to serve on the upcoming board for next month‟s elections. 

~Andris Silins~ 
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Archery News 

     The new year is here and the Archery Club is 
busy with ideas and plans for the upcoming sea-
son. A field archery league is being planned for 
sometime in May and running 10 weeks. Then a 
3-D league will start in August and that will run for 
10 weeks also. Both of these events will run on a 
week night other than Wednesday night. Both 
events will be open to non-members with non-
members paying more to shoot. 
     In February, the Archery Committee had a 
motion placed on the table and it was voted on 
and passed by the entire active archery club. It 
will be to eliminate the half price fee to shoot half 
of the course. We feel that $4.00 to shoot the 3-D 
course is a great deal seeing that every other 
club is up to $12.00 minimum.  Non-members are 
still paying the same price of $10.00. 
     Sticking with the 3-D course, volunteers are 
needed to man the door on Sundays. It is not a 
hard job; hang out, drink coffee and talk with the 
guys. Last year we had enough guys where they 
only had door watch one time. A couple grabbed 
it for two times to fill in for someone who couldn't 
make it. Overall, it was handled pretty good, but 
as all clubs go, people drift in and out, so more 
volunteers are needed all the time. Please call 
me (Joe) on my cell at 746-3715 for more info. 
     Junior Archery is wrapping up and our Kids 
are going to Bristol Outdoor sports for the annual 
Bristol/GCL Challenge competition between the 
two Junior programs. I hope they practiced this 
winter!! I think our kids are bringing some goods 
to table!! They have been looking forward to this 
all winter and they think they can get that trophy 
home!! 

~Joe Rau~ 

Clean Up Day is April 18 -  
Ranges are closed until 5 pm 
 
     Our annual clean up day is April 18th. 
Volunteers are needed to spruce up the facility 
for the summer. Please bring your rakes and 
saws for some minor trimming of limbs and 
brush. We will also be doing general clean up on 
all the ranges. Lunch will be served. Your gener-
osity of time helps keep our dues down to a mini-
mum. 

DEC's Tree And Shrub Seedling  

Sale Underway  

     The New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation‟s (DEC) annual sale of tree 
and shrub seedlings is underway and will con-
tinue through the month of May. DEC's Saratoga 
Nursery produces over 50 species of trees and 
shrubs, many native to New York, for planting on 
public and private land. 
     The program provides low cost planting mate-
rial to encourage landowners to enhance New 
York's environment for future generations. The 
minimum order for conifers and wildlife shrubs is 
100, for hardwoods; 25, and for container stock; 
50. Mixed packets of 30-100 wildlife shrubs are 
also available for homeowners to attract wildlife. 
     “When the state tree nursery first began sell-
ing seedlings 100 years ago, trees were desper-
ately needed to protect soil and water resources,” 
said DEC Commissioner Pete Grannis. “Today, 
planting trees is one of the best ways for New 
Yorkers to help fight global warming. Tree and 
shrub species grown at the nursery can be used 
for wildlife habitat, timber, Christmas trees, 
hedges and windbreaks, riparian buffer areas, 
„soft‟ shoreline stabilization, urban forests and 
many other uses.”  
     Species should be selected based on soil type 
at the planting site. Conifers transplant easily 
from the nursery to the field and require minimum 
care after planting. Hardwood varieties are more 
difficult to establish and require annual care after 
planting. Wildlife species such as witch hazel and 
red osier dogwood provide food and shelter for 
birds and mammals and make a good buffer be-
tween open and forested areas.  
      Landowners can get planting advice from 
their nearest DEC forestry office or private for-
estry consultant. The bulletin „2009 Trees and 
Shrubs‟ can be found on DEC website at: http://
www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7127.html   
     Seedlings can be ordered by calling the Sara-
toga Nursery Seedling Stock program at  
518-587-1120 weekdays between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Call early for best selec-
tion. Mail orders are also accepted and can be 
sent to the Saratoga Tree Nursery, 2369 Route 
50, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. Orders may be 
placed through the month of May. Seedlings are 
shipped beginning in mid April. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7127.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7127.html
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DEC Releases 2008 Peregrine Falcon Report 

     New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Pete Grannis has an-
nounced the release of the 2008 state peregrine falcons report, which shows it was a record-setting year in 
nearly all productivity categories. The report documents the presence of sixty-seven territorial pairs of state 
endangered peregrine falcons, of which slightly more than half were recorded in upstate New York. In 
2008, 60 of these pairs bred and hatched 130 young.  
     New York State now has the largest population of peregrines in the eastern United States. “The report 
reveals that it was an extremely significant year for New York State‟s efforts to restore our peregrine falcon 
population,” said Commissioner Grannis. “These record breaking numbers are a true testament to the on-
going management work of the DEC endangered species program, with an overall goal to restore native 
animal life within the state for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of current and future generations.”  
     Peregrine falcons nest mainly on cliffs, bridges, and buildings, and raise one to five young. They feed 
almost entirely on birds, and are known for their dramatic dives on prey, attaining speeds of over 200 miles 
per hour.  
     Peregrine falcons had disappeared as nesting birds from the eastern United States by the early 1960‟s 
due to pesticide (DDT) residues which caused eggshell thinning. Once DDT use was banned in the United 
States, an experimental restoration program began involving widespread releases of captive raised birds 
from the Peregrine Fund, a global non-profit organization focused on conserving birds of prey. Through this 
program, 169 young peregrines were released in New York State, from the mid -1970‟s by the late 1980‟s. 
     In 1983, the first new peregrine falcon pairs nested on two bridges in New York City, and in 1985 two 
pairs returned to nest on Adirondack cliffs. The population has grown steadily since then. There are now 
approximately 20 pairs in the New York City area and 25 in the Adirondacks, a pair on every major bridge 
between New York City and Albany, and a half dozen scattered pairs through the rest of the state in larger 
cities as far west as Buffalo. 
     At many of the urban nest locations, wooden nest trays have been placed to increase the falcons‟  pro-
ductivity. Peregrine falcons do not build nests of sticks like most raptors, but instead lay their brownish 
eggs in whatever substrate is available. Protection and management is necessary to continue this species‟ 
success in New York, which means working with building and bridge authorities so that whenever possible 
their work is done in a way that does not negatively impact nesting peregrine falcons. DEC has had excel-
lent cooperation from many agencies and volunteers in protecting, managing and monitoring this endan-
gered species.  
     In the Capital District, a pair of falcons can be seen nesting at the Dunn Memorial Bridge in the spring 
and summer. A webcam operates during the nesting season at this site and several others in New York 
State. For links to these sites and other information, visit the DEC website at www.dec.ny.gov/
animals/7059.html where the new 2008 peregrine falcon report can also be viewed in full text. 

Answers to the Certification Exam 

1) NO! THAT FIREARM IS ILLEGAL IN NEW YORK!  It is a class A Misdemeanor to be in possession of 
an unregistered handgun.  At this point, the only legal course of action is to surrender the firearm to the 
nearest police department or sheriff substation. 
 

2) ALL firearms moved onto, or away from, the shooting bench must be in a case or in a holster that you 
are wearing.  Any firearm that you wish to “store” while you are otherwise occupied, may be left on the 
rear table AS LONG AS IT IS IN A CASE.  When it is time for you to use that firearm, it must be brought 
to the bench in  a case, and uncased only at the bench.  You may handle firearms ONLY at the shoot-
ing bench.  THIS APPLIES TO ALL FIREARMS, RIFLES AND PISTOLS! 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/
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Board of Directors Nominees and Bios 

Jim Despard  

I have been a member of the club for 
over 25 years and am a former board 
member.  I run my own machine 
shop.  I‟ve often contributed to solv-
ing problems on both the pistol and 
rifle ranges. 
We are in a period where our Second 
Amendment rights are in for a real challenge, in both the 
State and Federal areas.  Our club should be poised to 
spread the word in defense of the Second Amendment 
and good government.  I look forward to helping in these 
troubled times and would appreciate your vote. 
Thank you, 
Jim Despard 

Dr. Gary Kuhn ï  

Chiropractor  

- Many Years at GCL 
- Lifetime of Hunting + Fish-
ing 
- Special interest in Archery 
+ all shooting sports 
- Conservation issues 
- Coast Guard charter captain license 1991 
- U.S. Army Medical Corp. 1967-1967 
Professional 
- Chiropractic Practice 40 years 
- Past President New York State Chiropractic 
Assoc. Rochester District #15 
- Independent Chiropractic consultation for 
major industries in Rochester, Syracuse + 
Corning for workers comp. + motor vehicle 
accident 
- Member NRA many years 

Nominees: 

Dave Havasi, Marie D‟Amico, Jim Despard, Gary Kuhn, Wayne Cichetti, John Fitzpatrick, Bill Louk 

Wayne Cichetti  

         I am currently employed by the Town of Penfield and certified by New York State as 
an Assistant Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Officer.  I currently hold the posi-
tion of Vice President of Finger Lakes Building Officials Association, Committee Member 
of the NRA and a Life Member of G.C.L. 
         I am the current President of G.C.L. and have served on the board of directors for 
the past twenty two years.  During that period my duties were that of 1st Vice President, 

2nd Vice president, Treasure and Clubhouse Director.  It has been my pleasure to have worked with many 
outstanding individuals on the board and a dedicated and pleasurable staff.  I have tried to use my energy 
to give a little something back to the organization I enjoyed so much as a youth. 
    Over those twenty plus years with board approval I had been fortunate to not only have initiated but also 
assisted in many of the changes at G.C.L. such as the multipurpose building, the new road, rifle, pistol and 
action range improvements, new Constitution and By-Laws, GCL rule book, seminars, training improve-
ments, expanded parking lot, new bridges and the new membership program as well as the best practices 
committee. I have strongly supported and encouraged the shooting events and the increase in the Junior 
programs. 
     I am still interested in participating on the board of directors and dedicating time supporting  
our organization. 
     Your support would be appreciated; I can only give you dedication in return . 
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Bill Louk  

I have been on 

the Board of Di-

rectors for 6 

years and have 

served as the 

Club Secretary 

for that time.  I 

have been an NRA Certified Pistol In-

structor for around 10 years.  I am a 

strong supporter of our Archery and all 

our Junior programs.  I see these as 

our future of our sport.  I have been a 

Range Officer for the Tuesday Night 

Concealed Carry Shoot for over 10 

years.  

I am an active pistol and rifle shooter.  

I enjoy the times I have at the ranges 

shooting and talking to other shooters.  

I most enjoy the times I can help oth-

ers shooters get better.  For when a 

shooter does better shooting they go 

away with a sense of pride at what 

they did and our sport. 

I have seen our club expand and offer 

more seminars and classes that have 

reached out to our community.  We 

have been a very strong voice for the 

firearm community and a glad to have 

been a part in that.  

I ask for your vote to return me to the 

Board of Directors for the next 3 years. 

Bill Louk 

Marie DôAmico 
I am an attorney practicing litigation in the 
Monroe County Law Department.  I have 
been employed as a Deputy County Attor-
ney for almost thirteen years, representing 
various County departments in all sorts of 
legal matters. 
I am also an NRA Certified Firearms In-
structor and NRA Certified Range Safety 
Officer.  I used these credentials to serve the members of GCL 
without compensation as a member of the Adult Training Com-
mittee.  In that capacity, I brought recently adopted NRA stan-
dards of trainer ethics to the Committee, advocating they be 
adopted by all those doing training at GCL.  I have also taught 
the legal portions of the NRA courses of Personal Protection In-
side and Outside the Home, which the NRA mandates be taught 
by a law enforcement officer or attorney.  
Of course, in any firearms training, the emphasis is on safety.  It 
was only natural then, that I began to serve on the Certifications 
Committee, preparing new members for the safe use of our 
ranges.  Consistency and safety and closely linked.  Recognizing 
this, I advocated for and worked with the Certifications committee 
to develop a standardized Certifications lecture and revised certi-
fication exam.  Related to this work, I also worked with the mem-
bers of the Pistol, Archery and Rifle committees to update the 
Rules which the Board had reviewed, revised and passed. In ad-
dition to the above, I have served as Director on Duty, assisted 
with Spring clean ups and gun shows.   
There‟s so much to do and learn at GCL. I‟ve had the opportunity 
to travel to the SHOT show (Shooting,  Hunting, Outdoor Trade 
Show) for the past couple years and to the annual NRA shows, 
through my affiliation with Kahr Arms as a “pro staffer.”  I have 
had an opportunity to broaden my knowledge and horizons and 
have learned about legislative matters, conservation, range 
safety, competition and so much more.  I have been participating 
in USPSA shooting for the past almost two years largely due to 
several club members and couple professional shooters who en-
couraged me to start in the sport.  And I‟ve received wonderful 
mentoring by members of GCL who generously shared their time 
and enthusiasm for shooting and competition with me.   
At last years NRA show I met a woman who is in the NRA Educa-
tion and Training Division, leading hunts in the Woman on Target 
program.  She really helped me understand conservation, sports-
manship and camaraderie as part of the hunting experience.  I 
look forward to taking the Hunters Education Class and having 
new experiences. 
I would like to continue to serve on the Board to contribute to the 
efforts of the many members who have been so generous with 
me, and to help others to feel welcome, and support them in their 
new experiences as members of GCL. 
I‟d appreciate your vote. 
Marie D‟Amico 
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David Havasi  

I have been a member of the 

GCL board for ten years.  

During this time I have been 

an active participant in the 

pistol club.  I am a regular 

worker on Wednesday night 

and also for the weekend IPSC matches.   After 

spending two years as pistol club president I 

have recently take taken over responsibility for 

certifications.  As pistol club President I have 

overseen various upgrades on the pistol ranges 

as well as routine repairs.  I have been a mem-

ber of the executive board for three years and 

currently serve as first vice president. 

Currently I am employed as an engineer by ITT 

Industries.  I welcome the opportunity to continue 

to volunteer my time for the Genesee Conserva-

tion League. 

John Fitzpatrick  

John Fitzpatrick is a married fa-

ther of four (ages 5 – 17) resid-

ing in Fairport, NY. A GCL mem-

ber since ‟02 he is currently 

serving on the Executive Board 

as 3‟rd VP. John is a lifelong 

resident of NYS and a US. Navy 

Veteran. While in the Navy John served as a Certified 

Instructor specializing in Avionic/Electronic Weapon 

Systems. Currently a Project Director with 28 years of 

Information Technology experience, he has been em-

ployed at the University of Rochester for the last 22 

years. In addition to serving the University community 

John is actively involved in the GCL Juniors program 

as well as contributing time and resources in support 

of the ongoing maintenance activities for the club-

house and ranges. He is committed to the preserva-

tion and promotion of all shooting sports. John is a 

lifetime member of the NYSRPA, holds a lifetime NYS 

Sportsman License and is a member of the NRA, 

SCOPE, USPDA, and IDPA.  His desire as a GCL 

member is to strengthen the organization. John be-

lieves that the foundational future of our club begins 

with the quality of the relationships that we build with 

our members, community, and peer organizations. He 

views the success of GCL charted programs like the 

“Juniors” as a catalyst to positive lifelong relationships. 

John is committed to promoting these programs for 

the benefit of all members current and future.  

 

ñI value the opportunities that GCL offers my family. 

The programs and accommodations at GCL provide a 

safe place to introduce my children to the conversa-

tionalist disciplines of our American heritage.  I have 

also come to appreciate that GCL members represent 

a bighearted community of knowledgeable, talented 

and resourceful individuals. I truly enjoy being a mem-

ber at GCL and it would be my honor to continue in 

your service on the Board of Directors.ò  --John M. 

Fitzpatrick 
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CLUB CALENDAR  

  April      May 
1 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm   2 IPSC Match – Indoor Pistol Range 9 am-4 pm 

2 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm *   3 Twilight Pistol Match 

  Exec. BOD Mtg. Clubhouse 7 pm   4 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm 

4 IPSC Match – Indoor Pistol Range 9 am-4 pm   5 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm 

6 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm   6 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm 

7 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm   7 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm * 

8 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm     Exec. BOD Mtg. Clubhouse 7 pm 

9 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm *   9 CMP Match - 9 AM - 1 PM Rifle range 

11 CMP Match - 9 AM - 1 PM Rifle range   11 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm 

 Clubhouse closed  12 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm 

12 Clubhouse and ALL ranges closed  13 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm 

13 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm   14 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm * 

14 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm   18 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm 

15 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm   19 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm 

16 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm *   20 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm 

  BOD Mtg. Clubhouse 7 pm   21 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm * 

18 Clean up day - ALL ranges closed until 5 pm     BOD Mtg. Clubhouse 7 pm 

19 IDPA - Indoor Range 9 am - 4 pm   23 DSM - 9 AM - 4 PM Indoor range 

20 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm   25 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm 

21 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm   26 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm 

22 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm   27 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm 

23 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm *   28 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm * 

26 DSM - 9 AM - 4 PM Indoor range     

27 Twilight League –  Indoor Pistol Range 4-7 pm     

28 RDPA– Indoor Pistol Range 5-11 pm     

29 IPSC – Indoor Pistol Range 5-9 pm     

30 Kodak Pistol League – Indoor Range 5-9 pm *     

Check the calendar for matches before planning to use the ranges.  

During the weekend matches, indoor ranges are in use and closed during the match times.  

During evening matches, the indoor range is in use from 4:00 pm to approx.  

10:00 pm and closed. Members are encouraged to participate and shoot in the G.C.L.  

matches during these times. 

The calendar times and dates are subject to change without notice.  

Please call the event coordinator to confirm time and dates. 
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